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Developed by Chelsea Olsen 
 

 
Grade: 6 
Subject: Reading 
Topic: Korean Myths, Legends and Folktales 
Time Required: 60 minutes 
Essential Questions: What is a myth? What is a legend? What is a folktale? What is the difference between a myth, legend and a 
folktale? What do you know about Korean culture? 
 
Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.9 
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of 
their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

- Students will be able to understand different forms of text, such as myth, legend, and folktale. 
- Students will be able to differentiate the differences between folk tales, myths and legends by reading examples from Korean 

culture. 
- Students will be able to differentiate the differences between folktales, myths and legends by reading examples from a 

culture of their choice. 
 
Assessment: Students recording chart will be graded for correct answers using an answer key.  
 
Materials: 

- Teacher PowerPoint on Myths, Legends & Folktales (Appendix A) 
- Definition chart for each student (Appendix B) 
- Recording chart for each student (Appendix C) 
- Examples of Korean Myths, Legends, and Folktales (Appendix D) 

 
Overview of Korean Culture 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us4FrpB1WqA (for photos) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us4FrpB1WqA
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Myths 
Bonnefoy, Yves. “Korea”. Mythologies. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991. 
http://www.crystalinks.com/koreacreation.html 
 
Legends 
http://www.lifeinkorea.com/information/tangun.cfm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuchisake-onna 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fan_death 
 
Folk tales 
http://www.sejongsociety.org/korean_theme/korean_folk_tales/index.html 
 
 
Student prior knowledge needed: Day 1, students will watch a video explaining an overview of Korean culture.  
 

Time Lesson Sequence 

3 minutes Engage: Teacher will present a Power Point to the class explaining the differences between Myths, Legends and 
Folktales 
 

40 minutes Main Activity: Students will be given the definitions for Myths, Legends and Folktales. Students will be instructed 
to read all three definitions. Students will read different stories and then support their answers using the words 
from the definition chart. All of the stories will be Korean myths, legends and folktales. This activity will be done 
in groups of 4 or 5, and 2 or 3 stories will be at each table or group of desks. Every ten minutes, the students will 
switch groups clockwise and read the next 2 or 3 stories.  
 

10 minutes Review and Assessment: When each group has completed reading all of the stories and filling out their charts, 
the class will review the correct answers. Teacher will create a chart on the white board with “Myth” in the first 
column, “Legends” in the second column and “Folktales” in the third column. Students will be asked to come up 
and write the title of each story (on at a time) in the column it belongs to. 
 

http://www.crystalinks.com/koreacreation.html
http://www.lifeinkorea.com/information/tangun.cfm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuchisake-onna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fan_death
http://www.sejongsociety.org/korean_theme/korean_folk_tales/index.html
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5 
minutes 

Wrap-up: Teacher will ask students to explain the difference between Myths, Legends and Folktales. Teacher will 
explain homework 
 

Homework: Students will be asked to research a Myth, Legend or Folktale from a culture of their choice. Students will be 
instructed to compare and contrast the story of their choice to one that was used in class.  
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Appendix A: Teacher PowerPoint on Myths, Legends & Folktales 
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Appendix B: Definition chart for each student 

 
Definition Chart  

Myths, Legends and Folktales  

 

Myths:  

¶ Stories about people and non -living things  

¶ Usually set in times extremely long ago  

¶ May be used to explain natural phenomena or different religions  

¶ Include unknown authors, heroic characters and magic.  

 

 

Legends:  

¶ Based on real people and events  

¶ Are exagger ated to explain certain aspects  

¶ Includes events in the recent past  

¶ Not connected with religion  

¶ Includes a hero with a large ability  

 

Folktales:  

¶ Are also known as fairytales  

¶ Often romantic  

¶ Fictional  

¶ Happen òlong, long ago in a far-away landó 

¶ Include reoccurring numbers  

¶ Happily ever after theme  
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Appendix C: Recording chart for each student 
 
 

Name_______________________   Date_______________________ 
 
Directions:  Record the title of the story, check if you think it is a myth, legend or folktale and support your answer using as many 
words in the definition chart as possible.   
 

 

Title Myth Legend Folktale Why? 
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Appendix D: Examples of Korean Myths, Legends and Folktales 
 

 
Sources 
Title: Long Long Time Ago: Korean Folk Tales 
Author: Hollym International Corp. 
Illustrator: Dong-sung Kim 
Publisher: Hollym International Corporation 
Year: Revised edition (December 1, 2008) 
Language: English 
ISBN-10: 1565912543 
ISBN-13: 978-1565912540 
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